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NEWSLETTER — October 25, 2003

NATIONAL REUNION REPORT

The 34™ Division Association made
a successful Frontal Assault 4-7 Sep 03 on

Council Bluffs Ameristar River Boat on the

beautiful Missouri River. (ITowa’s West
Coast)

Activities included memorabilia and
history display, sales of 34™ Div items.
Tours included the Dodge House (MG
Grenville Dodge of ITowa Civil War Militia
and Union Pacific fame); Squirrel Cage Jail;
Union Pacific Museum and the Veteran’s
Memorial.

A Very Special Guest — Lieutenant
Ricardo Barni of the Italian Army Reserve
was escorted by Pat Skelly. Earlier this year
LT Barni through his research in Tuscany
found artifacts of the great fight for Hill 810
North of his hometown of Prato.The fight by
the 133 Rgt of the 34™ Division was an
effort to break German Gothic Line in
September of 1944. A monument in honor
of the 34" Div was dedicated in June 03.
Pat Skelly was able to be present and
represent the Division. A video was
produced and ran continuously in the
memorabilia room.

. A great buffet was served to the
attendees on Friday evening followed by
terrific entertainment with the GLENWOOD
SINGERS. Anthony J. Vella provided an
impromptu dance as an added feature.

Saturday began with the President’s
Breakfast. The RED BULL BATTALION
Hoover High School Junior ROTC
presented a formal request for support
(8850) for a parade banner and an Honor
Cadet trophy. The Cadet Battalion
Commander made the convincing request in
the form of a Formal Briefing.

President Ivan Delp called the
Business Meeting to order. The colors were
posted by the 1% Battalion 168" Infantry
color guard, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance and then Invocation by Asst
Chaplain Howard Ashcraft. The Honorable
Mayor Thomas B. Hannefen of Council
Bluffs welcomed our Reunion to his city.

During his opening remarks
President Delp recognized Bob Olson’s 88™
birthday Sat 6 Sep, O3. The Secretary read
the Minutes of the 55™ Annual Reunion,
which were approved. The Treasurer
presented his report pending audit. The
Secretary presented the Membership Report.
(834)

Old Business:

The New Commemorative Signs are
in place along US Highway 34 across
southern Iowa.

The Postage Stamp honoring the
34™ Division was placed in suspense by the
US Post Office.

The 34" Infantry Division Assn
Website is up and running very successfully
thanks to Pat Skelly. www.334infdiv.org




New Business:

Committee Appointments were
announced: Time and Place, Nominations,
& Audit.

Larry Lewer presented a motion to
support the Honor Cadet Trophy annually
and $ 500 toward the Parade Banner for the
JROTC and add this unit to our newsletter
list. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned to reconvene
after the Breakfast Buffet on Sunday.

Tours and frequent visits to the
memorabilia room and hallway chatter
ensued. Could it be that some visited the
River Boat Casino???

The evening affair started with
cocktails followed by the annual banquet.
Martin Winkle and William Wege pushed a
50/50 raffle. The big winner was the
Operations fund plus Gene Lewis, the first
prize winner, donated his winnings to the
association.

Ivan Delp presented a special
certificate of Appreciation and an Honorary
Life-time Membership to LT Barni for his
work in preserving the history of the 34"
Division in Italy. LT Barni then presented
the Association with a sculpture of a “hand”
made of shrapnel from the battle area. This

~sculpture will be on display at the Division

Headquarters in Minnesota for one year then
returned to the Association and the Gold
Star Museum.

MAJ Jay Morsching Secretary to the
Commanding General of the 34" Division
gave a briefing showing where the many
Red Bulls are mobilized and those scheduled
for active duty in the current war fight and
security throughout the world.

Sunday morning began with the
moving Memorial Service by Asst Chaplain
Howard Ashcraft. Ben Krall led us in the
music. The List of those that have left us

reported to the National Office between the
Reunions at Des Moines and Council Bluffs
was read.

After an excellent Breakfast Brunch
the Business meeting was reconvened by.
Committee Reports were received:

Time & Place: 2004 — Louisville,
KY — Host Tri-States Chapter. 2005 — Des
Moines — Host Des Moines Chapter.
Nominations:
President — Eugene Lewis
Ist Vice — Ben Krall
2d Vice — OJ (Bud) Langenfeld
SGT at Arms — Darlene Smith
Trustees:
3 yr: Ivan Delp — Past Pr
Chuck Sweeney
Mildred Fencl ,
2 yr: Charles Radford Past Pr
Ed Ruple
Martin Winkle
1 yr: Elwood Leapley Past Pr
Gilbert White
John Churchman

Audit Report by Larry Lewer.
Books and finances in order. Recommended

that Sec/Treas be admonished to draw the
full $100 per month instead of $50.

___ Eugene Lewis was installed as our

~ new President. Ivan Delp received his

White Past President’s Hat and Bronze
Plaque.

The meeting was adjourned until our
Reunion at Louisville, KY.

Note: A special donation for the full
amount needed by the JROTC for their
banner was received from Darline Smith in
memory of Charles Smith. Thanks again
Darline for your generosity and support of
the Association.




Metairie,Louisiana
October 6,2003

Dear Red Bulls And Their Ladies:

First I would like to thank the Council Bluffs Chapter for
all the work they did to make the 56th Reunion a great success.

I would like to thank the membership for electing me President
of the Organization, for putting your trust in me and I consid-
ered it an honor to have served as your President for the years
of 2002 and 2003.

I want to thank the Offiers for all the help they gave me,es-
pecially Secretary Treasurer Jerry Gorden. With his help and
expertise everything ran quite smoothly for me.

If I can be of any help to anyone in the coming year, my add-
ress is 4425 Temple Street - Metairie,Louisiana 70001-4651.
Phone # (504) 833-9037.

o _________Sincereiy,

Ivan D. Delp

IDD/jfd




34™ Infantry Division Association
Items — Price List — October 2003

RED BULL Polo Shirts $22.00
(Size)
RED BULL Caps 9.00
RED BULL Patch 1.50
RED BULL Window/Decal 1.50
RED BULL Neckties 9.00
RED BULL Coffee Cups 6.00
RED BULL Refrigerator Magnets 1.75
RED BULL Memo Pads, 50 shts 2.50
3 pads 7.00

*RED BULL Metal Plaque 41/2x8 $77.00

8x10  $134.00
*34™ Div Mem Highway mini-signs ~ 20.00
12x18

*Add $3.00 for shipping of Plaques
and Signs.

Unit Distinctive Insig(Crests) $5.00
(Rgb)

Unit Distinctive Insig (Mini) 4.25
(Rgt)

Combat Infantry Badge (Mini) 325

RED BULL Insignia Pins 3.50

US Flag Lapel Pin 2.00

US Flag/34™ Assoc Key Tags (Metal) 3.50
*Book-“Dogfaces who Smiled Through

Tears” by Homer Ankrum 20.00

SUBTOTAL:_$

Shipping: $ Note: Add reasonable
postage

Purple Heart First Day Issue 5.00

TOTAL: $

34™ Infantry Division Association

7700 NW Beaver Drive

Johnston, 1A 50131-1902

( )  Enclosed is $10.00 for my Annual Membership (2002-2003) in the 34" Infantry Division
Association. Period — 1 Sep 2002 thru 31 Aug 2003)

() Enclosed is $10.00 for my Associate Membership (2002-2003) in the 34% Infantry
Division Association. (Annual Fee). (Period — 1 Sep 2002 thru 31 Aug 2003)

() Enclosedis §

_ for my LIFE MEMBERSHIP in the 34™ Infantry Division

Association. See fee schedule below. (No annual dues.)

To age 60 $100
At age 61 90
At age 62 80

At age 63 $70
At age 64 60
At age 65 or older. 50

() Enclosed is $ for 34™ Infantry Division Memorial

() Enclosedis$_  for Association Operations Gift.
Age Unit
Name

Signature:

City/State/ZIP




